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The Church is the Body of Christ in the world. The Spirit literally binds 

the Baptized and through the conferral of grace unites believers in one 
mind and heart to continue the sanctifying work of Jesus Christ throughout 
all places and times. 
  
Vocabulary: 

Ecclesia—or Church, means or Gathering or Assembly. 
  

Analogies of the Church: 
 
- Body of Christ 
- New Creation 
- Ark of salvation 
- New Israel (People of God) 
- Vine and Branches  “I am the vine, you are the branches” 
- Sheepfold or flock with Christ as the Shepherd 
- The Living Stones or Building as the “capstone” or “cornerstone” 
- Temple of God’s dwelling 
- New Jerusalem 
- Mother 
- Bride of Christ 
- Family of God 
  

Source of the Church 
 

Source of the Church is the heart of the Trinity or the Trinity of Love. 
The Church is the love of God and the mercy of God in the world. 
  

The Church is the Sacrament of Salvation 
 

Jesus Christ is the Sacrament (outward sign) of the Father, the 
Church is the Sacrament of the Son. The Seven Sacraments are ritual 
expressions of God’s love and mercy for humanity. 
                                                  
 
 



The Church is revealed by the Holy Spirit 
 
The true work of the Church is the work of God the Holy Spirit. 
  

Who is the Church? 
 

The Church is constituted by all validly baptized Christians. The 
unfortunate separation of the Church between East and West (Greek and 
Roman) and the further separation of Christians in the West due to the 
Protestant Reformation should be healed someday as Jesus prayed that all 
His followers “be one as you (the Father) and I are one.”  

 
The fullest expression of the Church is the Catholic Church as it 

bears the Four Marks of the Church: 
1) One 
2) Holy 
3) Catholic (Universal) 
4) Apostolic 

The Fullness of the Church 
 
The Church consists of three groups:  

- The Church Triumphant: the Saints in Heaven 
- The Church Militant:  the Faithful who battle against sin and defend 
the truth 
- The Church Suffering: the faithful departed who are in need of  
prayers in Purgatory. 

 


